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At Druid City Garden Project, we believe that every child can 
go nuts over vegetables. We believe that hands-on learning is 
the best way to learn, and that school can and should be fun. 
And, we believe that access to healthy foods is a basic right.

In 2016, your support helped us put those beliefs into practice 
at even more schools than before.





Where Your Gifts Grew
We expanded our Gardens 2 Schools program into three 
more schools , for a total of 10 schools across Tuscaloosa 

city and county.





Total lives touched.

How Your Gifts Grew
Your gifts are now reaching 
5,146 students and parents. 
And, with contracts in place 
with both the Tuscaloosa City 
and Tuscaloosa County School 
Boards of Education, we’ll 
continue to bring hands-on, 
real-world education initiatives 

to more children every year.

3,281 5,146
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“The garden lends itself to many life 
lessons. It’s a living, breathing entity in 
our school.” 
– Ms. Duncan, 1st grade teacher





Who Your Gifts Serve

60% Black
29% White
6% Hispanic
3% Other
2% Asian

77% receive free
or reduced lunch







Publishing the Curriculum
With your help, we published our standards-based curricu-
lum, and then blew through our sales goal for the year. Now, 
288 teachers across 7 states have access to this important 

tool, helping to spread your impact.



Our Team
Adding three new schools and publishing a curriculum weren’t 
the only ways we grew this year. We added five, full-time 

Americorps VISTAs who are helping our gardens flourish.
With all of these upgrades, we said goodbye to our office at 
Covenant Presbyterian Church and moved to our new digs 

downtown. Our staff is settling in nicely! 





Evaluating Your Impact 
When you give your hard-earned money, you want to know 
it’s making a difference. That’s why we at DCGP invest 
significant resources into a highly coveted annual evaluation 
system. This is our promise to you: Our work will be backed 
up by hard-earned data. 
With help from our partners at The University of Alabama, we 
collect information on a representative sample of students’ 
test scores, Body Mass Index, and behaviors. We then use 
paired t-test and covariance analyses to assess the garden’s 
impact on various target outcomes.
Over multiple years, DCGP has consistently been shown to 
improve children’s healthy eating habits, their desire to learn 



and be at school, and their academic performance. Now 
that’s a difference you can believe in. For more on how we 
conduct our evaluation system, visit 
www.druidcitygardenproject.org/numbers.





“Our kids – they know people care. They 
know that garden’s here for a reason. 
They know somebody’s giving them the 
opportunity, and these kids understand 
how important it is to make an opportu-
nity count, because they don’t get them 
every day.” 
– Mr. Rhodes, 3rd grade teacher





Our Supporters
None of this would be possible without you.

In 2016, our individual supporters gave an average gift of 
$206. This year, a record 69% of our supporters were return 
donors, meaning that more of you saw the value of your in-
vestment and kept coming back to support this important 
work. You are the real engine driving this growth. Thank you. 



“My favorite thing was planting brocco-
li and naming it Baby Bobby. But it isn’t 
Baby Bobby anymore, it’s Big Bobby.” 
– 1st Grade student





The Financials

Total Expense$486k

Total Income$502k



*Includes in-kind support from The University of Alabama and AmeriCorps VISTA, who provide full-time staff positions 
to DCGP.

This growth:
All thanks to you

Your support has fueled 
our growth. Over the last 
five years, we have in-
vested over $1.3 million* 
in innovative education 
models, health interven-
tions, and food literacy.
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*Reflects expenses incurred by The University of Alabama and AmeriCorps VISTA on DCGP’s behalf of full-time 
paid Fellowship positions, part-time Work Study students, and compensation for DCGP Instructors teaching 

courses in UA departments.

$348,042 – 72% 
Payroll Expense*

$54,356 – 11%
General

Operating

$63,775 – 13%
Program
Services

$18,201 – 4%
Fundraising &
Special Events

$15,852 – 3%
Transfer to Savings for

Future Capital Expenses

How we spent 
our funds



*The University of Alabama and AmeriCorps VISTA provide in-kind support of full-time paid Fellowship positions, part-
time Work Study students, and compensation for DCGP Instructors teaching courses in UA departments.

$170,048 – 34%
Grants

$123,948* – 25%
In-Kind Support
by AmeriCorps
VISTA and UA

$119,258 – 24%
Program

Service Fee

$82,954 – 16%
Direct

Public Support

$5,552 – 1%
Produce Sales

$123 – 0%
Interest

Where our funds 
came from
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